Study Guide #1
PS 12: International Relations
Chapters 1-6
The first exam will be in two sections. The first section will ask you to write on one of two essay
prompts. The second will ask you the following:
Please define and identify the significance of three (3) of the following five (5) terms.
Your answer for each should be brief but demonstrate that you understand the concept
and how it relates to the material covered in this course. Your answer should include: the
definition of the term, the significance of the term with respect to International
Relations, and a historical example of the term. Each answer is worth 15 points, for a
total of 45 points (out of 100).
We will select five terms from the following list (also included as “key terms” at the end of each
chapter of FLS (3nd edition), including a few additional ones from the appendix).
Theory, p.xxiii

Actors, p.47

Interests, p.xxiv, p.45

State, p.47

Anarchy, p.xxix, p.49

National interests, p.49

Interactions, p.xxiv, p.51

Coordination, p.57

Cooperation, p.xxvi, p.53

Collaboration, p.58

Bargaining, p.xxv, p.55

Public goods, p.60

Institutions, p.xxv, p.67

Collective action problems, p.60

Mercantilism, p.6

Free ride, p.60

Peace of Westphalia, p.8

Iteration, p.61

Sovereignty, p.8, p.47

Linkage, p.62

Hegemony, p.8

Power, p.63

Pax Britannica, p.11

Coercion, p.64, p.253

Gold standard, p.13

Outside options, p.65

Treaty of Versailles, p.20

Agenda-setting power, p.66

League of Nations, p.21, p.188

Dominant strategy, p.82

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO),
p.24, p.201

Equilibrium, p.83
Prisoner’s Dilemma, p.83

Warsaw Pact, p.25, p.201
Chicken, p.84
Decolonization, p.29

Stag Hunt, p.85

Alliances, p.187

War, p.91

Balance of power, p.190

Security dilemma, p.92

Bandwagoning, p.191

Crisis bargaining, p.97

United Nations, p.206

Coercive diplomacy, p.97

Collective security organizations, p.206

Bargaining range, p.101

Genocide, p.206

Compellence, p.104

Humanitarian intervention p.208

Deterrence, p.105

Security Council, p.211

Incomplete information, p.107

Permanent five (PR), p.211

Resolve, p.107

Veto power, p.211

Risk-return tradeoff, p.108

Peacekeeping operation, p.214

Credibility, p.109

Peace-enforcement operation, p.213

Brinksmanship, p.113

Civil war, p.237

Audience costs, p.115

Separatist, p. 239

Preventive war, p.122

Irredentist, p. 242

First-strike advantage, p.122

Proxy war, p. 251

Preemptive war, p.125

Insurgency, p. 258

Indivisible good, p.127

Terrorism, p.264

Bureaucracy, p.144

Extremists, p.267

Interest groups, p.144

Asymmetric warfare, p. 258

Rally effect, p.147

Provocation, p.276

Divisionary incentive, p.148

Spoiling, p. 278

Military-industrial complex, p.154

Outbidding, p.279

Democratic peace, p.167
Democracy p. 168
Autocracy, p.168
Accountability, p.172

