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By Sandip Roy

It’s no surprise that a bunch of Indians rallied in front of the White House for US

President Donald Trump’s plan for ‘merit-based’ immigration. Just because Indians

overwhelmingly vote Democrat, it does not mean they cannot recognise a

Republican carrot when they see one. (That’s referring to carrot-andstick rather

than a carrot-top politician.)

Immigrant solidarity sounds good on paper, but when push comes to shove, each

group watches out for its own interest.

The Republican Hindu Coalition might have spearheaded this rally, but the green

card crisis is a real one. Ending a ‘green card lottery’, which they are not eligible for,

is certainly something many non-resident Indians (NRIs) in the US would support.

Indians, stuck for decades in the serpentine green card queue, hope that ‘merit-

based’ immigration will clear the backlog and push them forward. That’s why they

marched up Pennsylvania Avenue chanting, “Clear green card backlog!” and

“Indians love Trump!”

The question is, despite his protestations, does Trump love them back? It’s clear

that the kind of immigrants he likes are the ones who come from Scandinavian

countries rather than the socalled ‘shithole’ ones. Indians might pride themselves

as hailing from the next superpower-in-waiting, but for Trump’s energised support

base, the only brown worth having is the one that comes from a spray-on tan.

The non-profit South Asian Americans Leading Together (SAALT) released areport,

‘Communities on Fire: Confronting Hate Violence and Xenophobic Political

Rhetoric’ (goo.gl/M1UguH), which has shown a correlation between the rise of

Trump and hate crimes targeting South Asians. They rose 45% compared to the

year before. One in five of the perpetrators attacked in the name of Trump, or used

his tagline, ‘Make America great again’.

By trying to separate their wheat from what they think of as the undocumented

chaff, Indians also wilfully ignore another inconvenient fact. A 2016 Pew Research

Center report (goo.gl/6sAi4N) says Indians are the fastest-growing population of

immigrants in the US illegally.

Those rallying on Pennsylvania Avenue think ‘illegal’ migrant means those who

cross the US-Mexico border in the dead of night. In reality, it’s also about half-a-
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million people who look like them who overstayed their visas. Mexico might still be

the largest source of undocumented immigrants. But that number fell by 500,000

between 2009 and 2014. India’s share grew.

The fact is the US immigration policy has always been built on racism and

exclusion. The infamous Asian Exclusion Act was blatant about that racial

preference. When that was reformed and national origin restrictions were

removed, lawmakers opted for family reunification. The hope was since the US

was largely western European anyway, it was those families that would mostly

come to the US keeping the country white and Christian. But western Europe was

booming, and it was Asians and Latin Americans who took advantage of the new

policy. Then, the knowledge economy exploded and with it came the demand for

scientists and engineers. Many of those were international students, and they

brought their families with them.

Trump is proposing to overhaul immigration, pitting merit-based immigration

against family-based immigration, classic divide and conquer. The irony, says John

Skrentny, a sociologist at the University of California in San Diego, in an interview

with The Atlantic (‘The Last Time the US Seriously Considered Merit-Based

Immigration’, goo.gl/urxxtw), is that “the current defenders of the family-

reunification system are exactly the people that the original proposers of it

wanted to exclude”. The anti-immigrant forces are not as much for merit-based

immigration as they are against family-reunification. The real bogeyman is the

same cultural anxiety about a changing US.

Merit-based immigration sounds fair and lovely. But what Indians have to realise is

if Trump’s proposal offers them asliver of green card hope, it also means dashing

the hopes of thousands, including Indians, who might want to bring aged parents

and siblings over to the US. That’s a Faustian bargain for a community that prides

itself on its family values.

There is now even a proposal for a green card processing fee that can go towards

building Trump’s wall. Aman Kapoor, founder of the advocacy body, Immigration

Voice, thinks it’s a “winwin” situation since it fulfils Trump’s promise that the wall

will not be paid for by US citizens, and it will help cut down on the green card

waiting time for anxious Indians.

Win-win, except Indians, in the name of immigration reform, become just another

brick in the wall that Trump wants to build to keep out what he calls murderers,

drug smugglers, rapists and terrorists.

When immigration reform is predicated on the naked xenophobia of ‘bad

hombres’, no immigrant will be safe. As Srinivas Kuchibhotla found out in that bar

in Kansas.

DISCLAIMER : Views expressed above are the author's own.

FROM AROUND THE WEB

ancestor’s pride, that deserves our
outrage first

Why Cricket Australia didn’t play
fair with Smith & Co

corruption arvind-kejriwal

featuredet us gst congress
arun-jaitley donald-trump rbi economy

bollywood pakistan narendra-
modi delhi aap rahul-gandhi gdp

india cricket bjp modi demonetisation

china featured supreme-court

POPULAR TAGS

RECENTLY JOINED AUTHORS

FROM AROUND THE WEB

Celebs Who Looked
Different Before They
Became Super Famous
Livingly

Single in San Mateo? See
Who’s on Match
Match.com

Introducing the 10 Best SUVs
Under $25,000
Kelley Blue Book

You Don't Need to Live with
Dark Spots. Heres Why:
Gundry MD

MORE FROM THE ECONOMIC

TIMES

https://blogs.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toi-edit-page/indias-failing-education-system-it-is-our-childrens-future-not-our-ancestors-pride-that-deserves-our-outrage-first/
https://blogs.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Addictions/why-cricket-australia-didnt-play-fair-with-smith-co/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/corruption/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/arvind-kejriwal/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/featuredet/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/us/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/gst/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/congress/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/arun-jaitley/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/donald-trump/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/rbi/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/economy-tag/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/bollywood/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/pakistan/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/narendra-modi/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/delhi/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/aap/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/rahul-gandhi/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/gdp/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/india-2/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/cricket/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/bjp/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/modi/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/demonetisation/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/china/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/featured/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/supreme-court/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/author/dr-k-r-balakrishnan/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/author/anurag-thakur/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/author/anustup-nayak/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/author/anoop-misra/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/author/sangram-parab-and-armin-rosencranz/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/author/juggi-bhasin/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/author/amba-kak/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/author/david-brooks/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/author/monideepa-talukdar/
https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/author/harsh-vardhan/
https://ade.clmbtech.com/evnt/click.htm?r=OTU0MzIwNDEtNjFiYy00NjcwLTg3ZmMtOWMxYjMwZmZhNmU5LTNycGs6MjA4NDk0OmFsbCw1cTYsOW5qOjk1MzAyMToxOjE1MzIyOTI6MTk3MDo6OjUuNjpFVF9CTE9HUzo5OTIyMDoxOjExODU0OjExODU0Ojo6MjoyNjA1Q09MT05lMDAwQ09MT04xYzBhQ09MT05jMzBjQ09MT042Y2IzQ09MT043ZTViQ09MT045ZTlDT0xPTjEyM2E6TW96aWxsYS81LjAgKE1hY2ludG9zaDsgSW50ZWwgTWFjIE9TIFggMTBfMTNfMykgQXBwbGVXZWJLaXQvNjA0LjUuNiAoS0hUTUwsIGxpa2UgR2Vja28pIFZlcnNpb24vMTEuMC4zIFNhZmFyaS82MDQuNS42OjowLjA6MTowOjo2OjE6MDowOjQ6OjoxNTIzMjQ1NDAxOTgzOnRydWU&fpc=70cd61a2-a99f-4a11-a1fd-c0bd7309b934-3rpk&i=L352S246s434&s=https%253A%252F%252Fblogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com%252Fet-commentary%252Fanother-brick-in-his-wall%252F&u=http%3A%2F%2Fapi.taboola.com%2F1.2%2Fjson%2Ftimesofindiapremium-economictimes%2Frecommendations.notify-click%3Fapp.type%3Dweb%26app.apikey%3Db9ca92e556650f9bd1507b38b971910cd2aab076%26response.id%3D__3f5a0e01ed9f68202b437527d267663c__82339fc0e181ee425f787e63a73d0f58%26response.session%3Dv2_fcd78c5cd32c3998fbecf3a435476e84_70cd61a2-a99f-4a11-a1fd-c0bd7309b934-3rpk_1523245401_1523245401_CNawjgYQ2NlEGIyOgcSqLCABKAQw4QE%26item.id%3D%257E%257EV1%257E%257E5160816852952209522%257E%257EyFp1qJt5tcx5JFmuvHHQzw2-Gv2RYQ8fPAA8sspRIlwSO_fFkG-bpaW2-qyqBDD6A2oNFt1ukOTCFTq8EPPgT9w-qbvN6w9k8O2Ap_qm3P36k6o4O1fVWSBakQQzhaxWCkTw3BuWiyKPGOvq7xwLHkROrkToKXp5q37Z60jDXaed6l8UDJCvOuEas2C9QxdLjrOGv-6iDoYLvQ6osB3pEQ%26item.type%3Dphoto%26sig%3D88c3572f02158dc7a6eacf5d919705115288938dafd3%26redir%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.livingly.com%252FCelebrities%252BWho%252BLooked%252Ba%252BLot%252BDifferent%252BBefore%252BThey%252BWere%252BFamous%253Futm_source%253Dtabo%2526utm_medium%253Dcpc%2526utm_campaign%253DTabo-LV-Specials-US-Desktop-Celeb-Transformations%2526utm_content%253Dtimesofindiapremium-economictimes%2526utm_term%253Dhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww1.pictures.zimbio.com%25252Fmp%25252F8FYsBL4xdXOx.jpg%257D%2526utm_term%253Dhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww1.pictures.zimbio.com%25252Fmp%25252F8FYsBL4xdXOx.jpg_Celebs%252BWho%252BLooked%252BDifferent%252BBefore%252BThey%252BBecame%252BSuper%252BFamous
https://ade.clmbtech.com/evnt/click.htm?r=OTU0MzIwNDEtNjFiYy00NjcwLTg3ZmMtOWMxYjMwZmZhNmU5LTNycGs6MjA4NDk0OmFsbCw1cTYsOW5qOjk1MzAyMToxOjE1MzIyOTI6MTk3MDo6OjUuNjpFVF9CTE9HUzo5OTIyMDoxOjExODU0OjExODU0Ojo6MjoyNjA1Q09MT05lMDAwQ09MT04xYzBhQ09MT05jMzBjQ09MT042Y2IzQ09MT043ZTViQ09MT045ZTlDT0xPTjEyM2E6TW96aWxsYS81LjAgKE1hY2ludG9zaDsgSW50ZWwgTWFjIE9TIFggMTBfMTNfMykgQXBwbGVXZWJLaXQvNjA0LjUuNiAoS0hUTUwsIGxpa2UgR2Vja28pIFZlcnNpb24vMTEuMC4zIFNhZmFyaS82MDQuNS42OjowLjA6MTowOjo2OjE6MDowOjQ6OjoxNTIzMjQ1NDAxOTgzOnRydWU&fpc=70cd61a2-a99f-4a11-a1fd-c0bd7309b934-3rpk&i=L352S246s434&s=https%253A%252F%252Fblogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com%252Fet-commentary%252Fanother-brick-in-his-wall%252F&u=http%3A%2F%2Fapi.taboola.com%2F1.2%2Fjson%2Ftimesofindiapremium-economictimes%2Frecommendations.notify-click%3Fapp.type%3Dweb%26app.apikey%3Db9ca92e556650f9bd1507b38b971910cd2aab076%26response.id%3D__3f5a0e01ed9f68202b437527d267663c__82339fc0e181ee425f787e63a73d0f58%26response.session%3Dv2_fcd78c5cd32c3998fbecf3a435476e84_70cd61a2-a99f-4a11-a1fd-c0bd7309b934-3rpk_1523245401_1523245401_CNawjgYQ2NlEGIyOgcSqLCABKAQw4QE%26item.id%3D%257E%257EV1%257E%257E8014991263555899202%257E%257ElpCZKdkFNDMFJJ10vhl03NHGrrhzbE-7yFnggKIZ_CISO_fFkG-bpaW2-qyqBDD6A2oNFt1ukOTCFTq8EPPgT3GhhBuyeIfH1UZVSIo6awX6k6o4O1fVWSBakQQzhaxWwR3y1_4MLmVBvQXVd38CCsXSo-RjMhu6J8RXjJKgiILxm3vsLv4PHg0RURsDiXHF%26item.type%3Dphoto%26sig%3Df7857be889cf296d0f6ec7cf3c8da7e0df4c4c37371a%26redir%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.match.com%252Fcpx%252Fen-us%252Flanding%252Fdisplay%252F84123%253FtrackingID%253D528310%2526bannerid%253D9424324%2526CPV2%253Dtimesofindiapremium-economictimes
https://ade.clmbtech.com/evnt/click.htm?r=OTU0MzIwNDEtNjFiYy00NjcwLTg3ZmMtOWMxYjMwZmZhNmU5LTNycGs6MjA4NDk0OmFsbCw1cTYsOW5qOjk1MzAyMToxOjE1MzIyOTI6MTk3MDo6OjUuNjpFVF9CTE9HUzo5OTIyMDoxOjExODU0OjExODU0Ojo6MjoyNjA1Q09MT05lMDAwQ09MT04xYzBhQ09MT05jMzBjQ09MT042Y2IzQ09MT043ZTViQ09MT045ZTlDT0xPTjEyM2E6TW96aWxsYS81LjAgKE1hY2ludG9zaDsgSW50ZWwgTWFjIE9TIFggMTBfMTNfMykgQXBwbGVXZWJLaXQvNjA0LjUuNiAoS0hUTUwsIGxpa2UgR2Vja28pIFZlcnNpb24vMTEuMC4zIFNhZmFyaS82MDQuNS42OjowLjA6MTowOjo2OjE6MDowOjQ6OjoxNTIzMjQ1NDAxOTgzOnRydWU&fpc=70cd61a2-a99f-4a11-a1fd-c0bd7309b934-3rpk&i=L352S246s434&s=https%253A%252F%252Fblogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com%252Fet-commentary%252Fanother-brick-in-his-wall%252F&u=http%3A%2F%2Fapi.taboola.com%2F1.2%2Fjson%2Ftimesofindiapremium-economictimes%2Frecommendations.notify-click%3Fapp.type%3Dweb%26app.apikey%3Db9ca92e556650f9bd1507b38b971910cd2aab076%26response.id%3D__3f5a0e01ed9f68202b437527d267663c__82339fc0e181ee425f787e63a73d0f58%26response.session%3Dv2_fcd78c5cd32c3998fbecf3a435476e84_70cd61a2-a99f-4a11-a1fd-c0bd7309b934-3rpk_1523245401_1523245401_CNawjgYQ2NlEGIyOgcSqLCABKAQw4QE%26item.id%3D%257E%257EV1%257E%257E9107099164336625864%257E%257E3iGTOZ1dypTswbwi3S1HsX9s6OWv_oOOy9A5pvG1vbwSO_fFkG-bpaW2-qyqBDD6A2oNFt1ukOTCFTq8EPPgTzV2lK7ecWhNEu9vuR2zsjo-qMGIRH-9oc3ncqqqO8-9Soj_oB49pJ19yiRzLlNHshFK3jrwHT8uGW5P7T54U7Lxm3vsLv4PHg0RURsDiXHF%26item.type%3Dtext%26sig%3De83a3f3c4ad25e7738efc58d46b64ef6f51114c268a6%26redir%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.kbb.com%253Fpsid%253D99980%2526siomid%253Dtab%25257C%25257C%25257C%25257C%25257C%25257C2100001551%2526RCMID%253D2100001551
https://ade.clmbtech.com/evnt/click.htm?r=OTU0MzIwNDEtNjFiYy00NjcwLTg3ZmMtOWMxYjMwZmZhNmU5LTNycGs6MjA4NDk0OmFsbCw1cTYsOW5qOjk1MzAyMToxOjE1MzIyOTI6MTk3MDo6OjUuNjpFVF9CTE9HUzo5OTIyMDoxOjExODU0OjExODU0Ojo6MjoyNjA1Q09MT05lMDAwQ09MT04xYzBhQ09MT05jMzBjQ09MT042Y2IzQ09MT043ZTViQ09MT045ZTlDT0xPTjEyM2E6TW96aWxsYS81LjAgKE1hY2ludG9zaDsgSW50ZWwgTWFjIE9TIFggMTBfMTNfMykgQXBwbGVXZWJLaXQvNjA0LjUuNiAoS0hUTUwsIGxpa2UgR2Vja28pIFZlcnNpb24vMTEuMC4zIFNhZmFyaS82MDQuNS42OjowLjA6MTowOjo2OjE6MDowOjQ6OjoxNTIzMjQ1NDAxOTgzOnRydWU&fpc=70cd61a2-a99f-4a11-a1fd-c0bd7309b934-3rpk&i=L352S246s434&s=https%253A%252F%252Fblogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com%252Fet-commentary%252Fanother-brick-in-his-wall%252F&u=http%3A%2F%2Fapi.taboola.com%2F1.2%2Fjson%2Ftimesofindiapremium-economictimes%2Frecommendations.notify-click%3Fapp.type%3Dweb%26app.apikey%3Db9ca92e556650f9bd1507b38b971910cd2aab076%26response.id%3D__3f5a0e01ed9f68202b437527d267663c__82339fc0e181ee425f787e63a73d0f58%26response.session%3Dv2_fcd78c5cd32c3998fbecf3a435476e84_70cd61a2-a99f-4a11-a1fd-c0bd7309b934-3rpk_1523245401_1523245401_CNawjgYQ2NlEGIyOgcSqLCABKAQw4QE%26item.id%3D%257E%257EV1%257E%257E-8223465497854865361%257E%257EfM9CSc30IPLvL4kycSwTY4kRo6WaxA-Oh5BnxUbjxi4SO_fFkG-bpaW2-qyqBDD6A2oNFt1ukOTCFTq8EPPgT2kEVom37CP8RvdiZBwWkn76k6o4O1fVWSBakQQzhaxW85jEGzH-x5-By6iv99fBbIDzVOgFDpDjfPGCYb2pl3ud6l8UDJCvOuEas2C9QxdLjrOGv-6iDoYLvQ6osB3pEQ%26item.type%3Dvideo%26sig%3Ddedd6a42126a7f6f70f4a07b9d9bdc3fb5e8f2014572%26redir%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fgundrymd.com%252Fcmd.php%253Fad%253D822792%2526utm_source%253Dtaboola%2526utm_medium%253Dreferral

