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Trump’s Immigration Wall May Have Lethal
Consequences

The current fence runs in places along the border, such as this segment near San
Diego. Customs and Border Protection file photo

Donald Trump wants America to build a
permanent wall at the U.S.-Mexico border.
"We'll have a great wall. We'll call it the
Great Wall of Trump," the real estate
mogul toldFox Business recently. 
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If that ever happens, the consequences could be deadly for the
hundreds of thousands of undocumented immigrants who attempt
to cross the border each year, many of whom are unlikely to be
deterred by even the greatest of walls. 

Tightening security at America's southern border will inevitably
make it more difficult to illegally traverse. But immigration and
security experts warn that any effort to seal off the border will also
make conditions more dangerous for the unauthorized immigrants
who still try to make it over. 

On top of that, the more difficult it becomes to cross the border,
the more likely undocumented migrants are to turn to smugglers
for help getting across, a cycle that fuels illegal activity and props
up networks of organized crime.

"All of this would have unintended consequences," said Rey
Koslowski, an expert on border control and homeland security, and
a political science professor at the State University of New York at
Albany. "As the border becomes increasingly difficult to get over,
routes become more dangerous, and if people have money, they
will pay even more for someone to get them to the other side."

Trump promises that his immigration agenda "will make America
great again." And the platform has won praise in conservative
circles. Scott Walker and Ted Cruz, two of Trump's challengers in
the 2016 GOP field, have applauded the agenda, with
Walker rushing to point out that he also supports a U.S.-Mexico
border wall.

The real estate mogul's pledge to overhaul immigration
policy devotes a lot of time to talking about how illegal
immigration harms American citizens. It does not, however, wade
into the impact that Trump's platform is likely to have on
undocumented immigrants—a potentially unintended, but very
real, consequence of strict border security.

Consider the numbers: Research shows an uptick in migrant
deaths at the border in the years following efforts by the U.S. to
tighten security and construct fences to keep undocumented
immigrants out.

In 2006, the federal Government Accountability Office found that
border-crossing deaths doubled after the U.S. ramped up border
security in the mid-1990s—even though there did not appear to be
a corresponding uptick in undocumented migration during that
time.

The University of Arizona published a 2013 report similarly
showing that a rise in migrant deaths at the border coincided with
stepped up border enforcement and security.

For now, much of the fencing at the U.S.-Mexico border can be
found in and around urban areas. That has pushed unauthorized
immigrants to traverse the border in far more remote and
dangerous places, such as stretches of borderland made up of vast
and unforgiving desert. 

"With increased enforcement at the border, we have seen a spike of
migrants dying in the heat, in the mountains, in the rivers," said
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Fernando Garcia, the founding director of the Border Network for
Human Rights, a nonprofit based in El Paso, Texas and southern
New Mexico. "This is a human rights crisis. Hundreds of people are
dying at the border." 

A permanent wall would ensure that crossing anywhere along the
dividing line between the U.S. and Mexico would carry heightened
risk. The question then is: What would happen to anyone
attempting to cross illegaly who does not turn back as a result? 

Advocates for strict border security insist that fencing and U.S.
Customs and Border Protection patrols have proven effective. And
if a wall were to be built along the entire border, some say that
might lessen the incentive that people now have to traverse the
most dangerous borderlands. 

"If there is no end to the fence then arguably it might be less likely
that people would cross in remote desert areas. The reason people
cross in places like that is because it's easier to cross, but if you had
a fence everywhere that would no longer be true," said Mark
Krikorian, the executive director of the Center for Immigration
Studies, a think tank that supporters tighter controls on
immigration.

Collecting—and drawing precise conclusions from—border
crossing statistics is notoriously difficult. But there has been a
decline in apprehensions of undocumented immigrants at the
southern border in the years since America's border security
buildup. Advocates of stricter security point to that statistic as
evidence that border controls work. And last year, the number of
deaths at the southern border was estimated by the U.S.
government at 307, a 15-year record low. 

Still, no barrier will ever be high enough or secure enough to
completely halt attempts to cross the border illegally. And the more
obstacles that stand in the way, the more perilous it will be to
cross. 

"A wall can slow someone down. It can compel them to change the
route they take. But when people want to cross, whatever the
motivation is, they will find a way to cross," said Marc Pierini, the
former European Union ambassador to Turkey and a visiting
scholar at Carnegie Europe.

Available statistics also point to a rise in smuggling as enforcement
along the border has tightened, a trend that might intensify if the
U.S. builds a permanent border wall. 

Data from the Mexican Migration Project, a yearly survey of
Mexicans on both sides of the border carried out by Princeton
University and the University of Guadalajara, shows a sharp uptick
in the share of undocumented immigrants from Mexico that made
use of smugglers over the period from 1975 to 2006.

"Many workers from developing regions are willing to … risk their
lives to access opportunities in the most affluent countries. Since
they cannot do this legally, they often employ organized criminals
to assist them, and become more likely to do so as immigration
controls tighten," a 2010 report from the United Nations Office on

GovExec Today

Pay & Benefits

Route Fifty Today

Research & Insights

Nextgov ThreatWatch SEE ALL

Enter email address

Three States
Engaging in Data-
Driven Innovation

Defense One
National Security
Survey:
September 1, 2015

Inside Services
Contracting

SEE MORE

NEWSLETTERS

RESEARCH

VOICES

We’re Not Actually That Busy, but We’re
Great at Pretending We Are
Promising Practices by Amy X. Wang

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Latest-News-Wires/2014/1023/Deaths-at-the-US-Mexico-border-drop-to-15-year-low
http://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/tocta/TOCTA_Report_2010_low_res.pdf
http://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/tocta/TOCTA_Report_2010_low_res.pdf
http://www.govexec.com/newsletters/
http://www.govexec.com/gbc/three-states-engaging-data-driven-innovation/119558/?oref=sidebar-gbc-promo
http://www.govexec.com/gbc/defense-one-national-security-survey-findings/119936/?oref=sidebar-gbc-promo
http://www.govexec.com/gbc/reports/inside-services-contracting/119585/?oref=sidebar-gbc-promo
http://www.govexec.com/gbc/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=Bv8Kxjsr0VaaLIMj7-QPghIPoD4enubcIAAAAEAEgADgAWM-R55e7AWDJ3viGyKPoGYIBF2NhLXB1Yi00NDI5NjEwOTMxODU0NDM4sgEPd3d3LmdvdmV4ZWMuY29tugEJZ2ZwX2ltYWdlyAEE2gFmaHR0cDovL3d3dy5nb3ZleGVjLmNvbS9tYW5hZ2VtZW50LzIwMTUvMDgvdHJ1bXBzLWltbWlncmF0aW9uLXdhbGwtbWF5LWhhdmUtbGV0aGFsLWNvbnNlcXVlbmNlcy8xMTkzNzEvwAIC4AIA6gIiNjE3L2dvdmV4ZWMuY29tL3NlY3Rpb25fbWFuYWdlbWVudPgC99EekAOsApgD4AOoAwHQBJBO4AQBkAYBoAYV2AcA&num=0&cid=5GjDKg&sig=AOD64_3P8OxYDbZjD1k4xLjkunTDfsNhng&client=ca-pub-4429610931854438&adurl=http://www.gsa.gov/portal/content/195439
http://www.govexec.com/gbc/three-states-engaging-data-driven-innovation/119558/?oref=sidebar-gbc-promo
http://www.govexec.com/gbc/defense-one-national-security-survey-findings/119936/?oref=sidebar-gbc-promo
http://www.govexec.com/gbc/reports/inside-services-contracting/119585/?oref=sidebar-gbc-promo
http://www.govexec.com/excellence/promising-practices/2015/09/were-not-actually-busy-were-great-pretending-we-are/120848/?oref=voices-module


Want to contribute to this story? Share your addition in comments.

The Tech Behind the
Census

Enable Workforce
Collaboration

Fighting Fraud in State &
Local Government

Sign Up for Government
Rewritten

Stay up-to-date with federal news alerts and analysis — Sign up for GovExec's email newsletters.

Scott Walker Has a Plan to Cripple Federal Employee Unions
85 comments · 51 minutes ago

Registered Lobbyist Earned $143K Federal Salary for 4-Hour Government Work Week
108 comments · 11 hours ago

Congress Returns From Its Recess, And a Government Shutdown Looms
150 comments · 1 day ago

We’re Not Actually That Busy, but We’re Great at Pretending We Are
1 comment · 58 minutes ago

Scott Walker Has a Plan to Cripple Federal Employee Unions
85 comments · 51 minutes ago

More from

Another 150 Hillary
Clinton Emails Had
Classified Info, State
Dept. Says

 Obama Renamed
Mount McKinley. Ohio
Isn’t Happy.

 The Anti-
Establishment
Candidate Challenging
Donald Trump

Drugs and Crime concluded.

A report from the Homeland Security Department's Office of
Immigration Statistics policy directorate in 2010 suggests that the
price that illegal immigrants are willing to pay smugglers has also
risen as border enforcement intensified.

The amount of money smugglers can now charge has increased to
roughly $3,000 to $6,000, according to 2015 data from the
Mexican Migration Field Research and Training Program at the
University of California at San Diego. 

"The harder it is to get across the border, the more people are
willing to pay. Those costs have risen almost in lockstep with the
amount of money that the United States spends to secure the
border," said John Skrentny, director of the Center for
Comparative Immigration Studies at UCSD. 

Immigration experts also warn that the more lucrative illegal
smuggling becomes, the more incentive there is for organized
criminal networks to get involved. 

"The conventional wisdom is that smuggling networks have
become more professionalized, moving from mom-and-pop
organizations to more serious criminal enterprises that have
increasingly become intertangled with drug smugglers," said Marc
Rosenblum, the deputy director of the U.S. Immigration Policy
Program at the nonpartisan Migration Policy Institute.
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